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The platypus has been adopted by the Australian Federal Police 
as a symbol representing the diverse requirements placed on 
members in the execution of their duties. 

This unique and tenacious Australian animal is a survivor against 
increasing pressure from today's environment. It leaves no stone 
unturned in its daily pursuits and has equipped itself with a range 
of features to adapt to changes over many years. 

It is capable of passing unnoticed if required, yet it demonstrates 
an unfailing dedication to explore all possibilities in an effort to 
maintain its special place in Australia's environment. 

Although generally a peaceful animal, the platypus is able to defend 
itself, if necessary, with a venomous spur. This is done, at times, 
against larger and more powerful opponents—a quality admired 
and respected by members of the Australian Federal Police. 
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Commissioner's Message 


As we head into the second 
half of the year, the AFP is in a 
strong position. Established in 
our new headquarters, we remain 
committed to delivering results for 
the Federal Government and the 
Australian community. 

We continue to play a major 
role in the Commonwealth 
Government's reinvigorated focus 
on organised crime through 
its Organised Crime Strategic 
Framework and the National 
Organised Crime Response Plan. 
Our Crime Program has played a 
major part in this strategy and has 
gone on to be a key component 
in a national drive to disrupt 
transnational drug syndicates and 
other organised crime groups. 

The Minister for Home Affairs 
and Justice, Brendan O'Connor, 
publically acknowledged 
our recent seizures of large 
amounts of cocaine and 
methamphetamine. Along with 
our interstate police partners, the 
AFP has contributed to a 30 per 
cent increase in drug seizures over 
1 2 months. 

The AFP's ongoing commitment 
has seen lasting damage inflicted 
on increasingly complicated 
transnational drug syndicates 
attempting to exploit Australia's 
borders. In this edition of Platypus, 
the AFP Crime Program and 
the successes of its Serious 


and Organised Crime team are 
presented in more detail. 

In keeping with the Government's 
overarching plan, our partnerships 
with state and territory police 
forces - among other groups - 
remain as crucial as ever. 

Throughout May, the AFP 
has benefited from joint 
taskforce arrangements for 
illicit drug operations with 
the Western Australia Police, 
Queensland Police, Customs 
and Border Protection, and 
international partners including 
South and Central American 
law enforcement. 

Meanwhile, our commitment to 
apprehending high-tech criminals 
remains a prime objective. Only 
this month the AFP uncovered an 
online network that had allegedly 
been sharing child abuse images, 
charging 1 1 men in a nationwide 
operation. The AFP also identified 
two children at risk during the 
operation and removed them 
from harm. 

In the March edition, I announced 
that many AFP members had 
been recognised at the 201 1 
Australia Day awards. Since that 
time, several have been presented 
their medals by Governor 
General Quentin Bryce and 
more still have received Queens 
Birthday Honours. 


I was delighted to receive the news 
that former Commissioner Mick 
Keelty, Assistant Commissioner 
and National Manager High 
Tech Crime Operations Neil 
Gaughan, Senior Liaison Officer 
New Delhi Commander Dick 
Moses and former National 
Coordinator Protection Intelligence 
Superintendent Barry Corrigan all 
received Queens Birthday honours. 

Former Commissioner Keelty 
received an Officer of the General 
Division of the Order of Australia 
(AO) for distinguished service to 
national and international law 
enforcement, while Assistant 
Commissioner Gaughan was given 
an Australian Police Medal for 
his long-standing commitment to 
fighting technology-enabled crime. 

Commander Moses received 
an Australian Police Medal for 
distinguished service to policing 
in the international arena, while 
Superintendant Corrigan received 
the same award for his service to 
protection intelligence. 

A full list of Queens Birthday 
recipients will appear in the next 
issue of Platypus. 

In April, three AFP members 
officially received their Australia 
Day honours at an investiture 
ceremony in Canberra, including 
ACT Chief Police Officer Roman 
Quaedvlieg and Chief Information 
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Editor's Note 


Officer Rudi Lammers. Although 
unable to attend the investiture. 
Federal Agent Anthony Stafford's 
extraordinary experiences as a 
peacekeeper in the Solomon 
Islands appear on the following 
pages of Platypus. 

Finally, I would like to 
acknowledge the many AFP 
members whose hard work and 
persistence has ensured that our 
agency's Workforce Diversity 
Plan remains prominent in the 
community and effective in 
the workplace. 

Their work to deliver support 
to gay, lesbian, bisexual and 
transgender employees was 
recognised at the recent Equity 
in Diversity Awards, where the 
AFP was ranked top public sector 
organisation for its professional 
delivery of service. Our Gay 
and Lesbian Liaison Officer 
Network was also recognised, 
ranking second in the 'employee 
networks' category. 

I am proud that the work of the 
AFP has - and will continue to be 
- appreciated by the community 
and within government. 



Editor's Note 

The AFP recently found itself involved in a 
familiar scenario. 

A burgeoning list of responsibilities and a frequent 
need to coordinate resources spread throughout 
the capital signalled that it was time again to 
switch 'old HQ' for 'new HQ'. 

While 7 April 201 1 marked the official opening 
of its fourth National Headquarters, many AFP 
members had already been working to ensure that 
the changeover not only went smoothly, but that it 
brought with it the best of what had been started 
in its former home. 

In this edition of Platypus we celebrate a vital 
element that has led to the early success of 
the AFP's latest major venture: celebrating the 
past and embracing the future. Throughout the 
following pages we cover the opening of the new 
building and hear from AFP senior management 
on the significant benefits that it has brought. 

We also turn back the clock 31 years to when the 
AFP began its official peacekeeping role in the 
Pacific and how this involvement will be recorded 
in a major Australian War Memorial publication. 

In a related article, recent Order of Australia Medal 
recipient Federal Agent Anthony Stafford shares an 
engrossing story of his time investigating serious 
offences in a destablised Solomon Islands. 

Finally, the recent wins for the AFP's Crime 
Program, instituted at its former headquarters, 
is also explored - and we delve deeper into the 
history of the AFP's Water Operations team. 
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One building, so many 
benefits 


In April, Canberra's Edmund Barton Building - affectionately known as 'EBB' 
to tenants from as far back as the seventies - officially became AFP National 
Headquarters. The opening marks a significant moment for the recently 
restructured agency. 


For many years, AFP members 
and resources have been spread 
across the ACT region. The recent 
opening of a new, purpose built 
AFP National Headquarters in the 
Canberra suburb of Barton has 
united its business functions and 
operational resources. 

The AFP's four major operational 
areas encompass counter terrorism, 
aviation, protection, international 
deployment crime operations, 
forensics, and high tech crime. 
According to senior managers in 
these portfolios, the benefits of the 
move are numerous. 

The physical move to the Edmund 
Barton Building has coincided 
with significant organisational 
change for the AFP, which is 
assisting to significantly enhance 
operational outcomes. 

On 7 April, Prime Minister Julia 
Gillard, Commissioner Tony Negus, 


Minister for Home Affairs and 
Justice Brendan O'Connor, and 
former AFP Commissioner Mick 
Keelty attended the official opening 
of the AFP National Headquarters. 

Joining them were AFP Deputy 
Commissioners Peter Drennan, 
Andrew Colvin, Michael Phelan, 
Chief Operating Officer Andrew 
Wood, ACT Chief Police Officer 
Roman Quaedvlieg and hundreds 
of other AFP members. 


OFFICIAL SPEECHES 

7 he following two speeches were 
delivered by Prime Minister Julia 
Gillard and AFP Commissioner 
Tony Negus on 7 April during the 
official opening. 

Prime Minister 
Julia Gillard 


In 32 years, the AFP has called 
numerous Canberra buildings 
home. From a small suite of rooms 
in the National Mutual building in 
Canberra city in 1 979 to NRMA 
House on the city's main road 
in 1 983 - and then to a larger 
building on the same street three 
years later. 

There is resounding agreement that 
the new 'HQ' eclipses them all. 


u 


The Australian Federal Police 
story begins with a Prime 
Minister, a protestor and a 
projectile. 


It was, perhaps, the most divisive 
year in our history - 1917. 

Prime Minister Billy Hughes had 
embarked on a tour of regional 
Queensland to sell a not-very- 
welcome message - conscription. 
Understandably, people didn't like 
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what they heard. No sooner had Mr 
Hughes stepped off the train than a 
melee ensued. 

"Riot at Warwick", the headline 
said. "Prime Minister Assaulted" 

"The world vile' was used in a 
description of the missiles thrown. 
These were the headlines in the 
Courier Mail the next day. 

The story goes on: "An egg thrown 
from the crowd just missed [Mr 
Hughes] and broke upon the 
platform railings. The odour it gave 
off quickly cleared a space around 
it. A second one, better aimed, 
broke upon the Prime Minister's 
hat and knocked it off." And then, 
the story continues in the Courier 
Mail, the crowd erupted. "Fists were 
flying everywhere and the Prime 
Minister was in the thick of it." 

And here's the bit of the story I 
really like: "The Prime Minister was 
daunted by nothing." 


In fact, the Prime Minister was 
daunted by one thing and that was 
the refusal of the local police chief 
to arrest the egg-throwing offender, 
but Senior Sergeant Kenny claimed 
he recognised only the laws of 
Queensland and would act under 
no other, and in that single act 
of defiance he led directly to the 
creation of the organisation we 
have come to know and respect as 
the Australian Federal Police. 

The AFP, like the Commonwealth 
it serves, started from modest 
beginnings. As the nature of our 
society and our economy grew 
more complex, so did the demands 
on policing. By the 1 970s, the 
need to re-found our nation's police 
force was acknowledged by both 
sides of politics and was brought 
into sharp relief by the Hilton Hotel 
bombing in 1 978. 

The message was very clear: being 
a close-knit society buffered by 
our geographical isolation was no 


longer enough to guarantee our 
civic tranquillity. We were entering 
a new world - of terrorism, white 
collar crime, and vile practices such 
as the exploitation of children. 

The creation of the Australian 
Federal Police as a statutory body 
in 1 979 was decisive in equipping 
our nation to manage that ever¬ 
more complex environment, and 
it has proved to be an outstanding 
success. Friends, in these testing 
days, the dark blue AFP jacket has 
become a sign of reassurance 
and hope. 

We saw it in the aftermath of the 
Bali bombing. We saw it in Thailand 
after the tsunami. And we saw it 
most recently in Queensland and 
Christchurch after the floods and 
the earthquake. 

We see it also in the daily work of 
the AFP, unseen for the most part, 
but never unappreciated. 



01 : Prime Minister Julia Gillard inspects the AFP Guard of Flonour with Commissioner Tony Negus and Minister for 
Plome Affairs and Justice Brendan O'Connor. 02 : Prime Minister Julia Gillard delivers her address during the ceremony. 

03 : Marching on of the AFP Guard of Flonour. 04 : AFP members and guests during the official opening. 
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AFP Commissioner 
Tony Negus 

It is a pleasure to welcome 
you here today for the 
official opening of the 
Australian Federal Police 
National Pleadquarters. 

As you may know, the Edmund 
Barton Building was designed 
by acclaimed architect Harry 
Seidler and completed in 1 974. 

The building is, of course, named 
after the first Prime Minister of 
Australia and founding Justice 
of the High Court, Sir Edmund 
Barton. It is therefore fitting that we 
have our current Prime Minister, 

The Honourable Julia Gillard, here 
with us today to officially open 
the new home of the Australian 
Federal Police. 

As many of you know, the AFP 
was established in 1979 and 
since that time has grown to be 
an internationally admired and 
respected law enforcement agency. 
In many ways, the events of 
September 1 1,2001 and the Bali 
bombings redefined all our lives, 
but these events were particularly 
important to the evolution of 
the AFP. In the last decade the 
AFP has grown from a force of 
just under 3,000 to now almost 
7,000 people. 

Our role in fighting terrorism and 
organised crime is well established 
and we have continued to take on 
additional responsibilities in the 
areas of national security, criminal 


investigation and capacity building. 
The AFP's role in 201 1 is not only 
an important one for Australia but 
for our regional and international 
partners as well. 

During the last decade we have 
seen the establishment of the 
International Deployment Group, 
which focuses on peacekeeping 
and capacity building, the 
integration of 1,600 Australian 
Protective Service Officers, the 
assignment back to the AFP of 
community policing at Australia's 
major airports as well as a range of 
other functions. 

During this period of expanding 
responsibility, we have continued to 
investigate serious commonwealth 
crimes affecting the Australian 
community such as international 
drug trafficking, people smuggling, 
money laundering, child protection 
operations, cybercrime and fraud. 

Just as importantly, we also 
provide community policing to the 
people of Canberra, here in the 
nation's capital. 



05 : Commissioner Tony Negus 
speaks at the official opening of 
AFP National Headquarters. 


// The AFP's role 
in 201 1 is not only 
an important one 
for Australia but for 
our regional and 
international partners 
as well. // 

The diverse nature of the work 
undertaken by the AFP makes 
it an exciting organisation to be 
part of and an even more exiting 
organisation to lead. The move to 
this building has consolidated staff 
from 10 different AFP locations 
around Canberra. We are already 
seeing the benefits and efficiencies 
of having our Canberra based 
national operations, our Close 
Operations Support and our 
administrative functions housed 
under one very large roof. 

The building now houses over 
2,000 people, and the 46,000 
square metres of floor space 
has been completely re-fitted 
to provide the modern office 
and technical requirements of a 
21 st century law enforcement 
organisation. Importantly, a number 
of key environmental best practice 
initiatives were incorporated in the 
building's refurbishment. 

For example, double-glazing has 
been applied to all windows to 
improve energy efficiency and a 
new 'chilled beam' environmental 
air conditioning system has been 
installed. The building also has 
numerous water recycling and 
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water saving devices as well as 
highly efficient T5' fluorescent 
lighting, fitted with movement 
detectors that activate when work 
areas are being used. 

Those who worked in this building 
during the 1 970s, '80s and '90s 
would not recognise the high 
tech working conditions and 
security measures that exist in 
today's structure. 

This work has been completed, 
whilst at the same time respecting 
the heritage nature of this iconic 
Canberra building and maintaining 
its original look and feel here on the 
edge of the parliamentary triangle. 

When I was sworn in as AFP 
Commissioner in 2009,1 stated 
that in the future we would do very 
little by ourselves. This has proven 
to be true and our partnership 
with State and Commonwealth 
agencies, as well as the private 
sector, has been critical to 
our success. 

The location of this building only 
a few hundred meters from some 
of our key partners adds to the 
benefits which will flow from this 
increased cooperation in years to 
come. As Commissioner, I have 
been fortunate enough to visit 


06 : Prime Minister Julia Gillard, Commissioner Tony Negus and 
Minister for Home Affairs and Justice Brendan O'Connor unveil 
the commemorative plaque. 07 : (from left) Chief Operating 
Officer Andrew Wood, Deputy Commissioner National Security 
Peter Drennan, Minister for Home Affairs and Justice Brendan 
O'Connor, Prime Minister Julia Gillard, Commissioner Tony Negus, 
Deputy Commissioner Close Operations Support Mike Phelan 
and Deputy Commissioner Operations Andrew Colvin. 


many of the major law enforcement 
headquarters around the world and 
I can say with confidence that this 
building matches or eclipses any I 
have seen. 

The building provides a modern 
working environment that will 
assist the AFP in dealing with 
the challenges of the future 
and a home we can be proud 
of as Australia's national law 
enforcement agency. 

Finally, I would like to acknowledge 
the work of all the AFP staff 
who managed the building and 
transition project. In a 24/7 
business like policing, this was 
not an easy task and we thank 
you for your efforts over the last 
three years. 


I recall standing in this very 
courtyard a little over three years 
ago with former Commissioner 
Mick Keelty and imagining the 
potential of what this building 
could provide for the future of the 
AFP. I am sure you will agree that 
the project has lived up 
to expectation. 























DIFFERENCES 
IMMEDIATELY APPARENT 


The AFP's senior managers noticed 
immediate benefits when relocating 
their teams to the new AFP National 
Fleadquarters. And the convenient 
access to partner agencies has been 
a particular highlight for many. 


COUNTERTERRORISM 
National Manager, 

Steve Lancaster 

The Counter Terrorism (CT) portfolio move 
to the Edmund Barton Building has been a 
positive experience. The day of relocation was well coordinated and 
allowed for a seamless transition to our new work area, enabling CT 
members to maintain business continuity. 



HUMAN 
RESOURCES 

National Manager, 

Stephen Walker 

Human Resource's business 
AFP's business. 

Having a significant proportion of the AFP 
under one roof allows for an enhanced 
partnership between AFP Human Resources 
and the other AFP portfolio areas. Several 
Human Resources teams are now co-located 
for the first time and this adds not only 
to efficiency in responsiveness, but also 
effectiveness of dialogue between different 
parts of the portfolio. 

The bulk of Human Resource staff - including 
advisory services, wellbeing and Professional 
Standards - are within close proximity 
to AFP national managers, which adds 
to the opportunity for enhanced access 
and responsiveness. 



is the 


The relocation has resulted in improved face-to-face communication 
and enhanced our overall working relationships. The new 
headquarters provides generous work space while giving CT teams 
the ability to work together. 

From an executive perspective, national managers are located on the 
same level, which has promoted more informal interactions for the 
benefit of all portfolios. When Commissioner Tony Negus introduced 
the AFP's 'Seven Strategic Principles' in June 2010, one of these 
was 'One AFP, One Corporate - rationalise and consolidate corporate 
functions'. Since moving, not only has CT become 'one', but the 
close proximity of all functions has resulted in a sense that we are 
now more clearly aligned to One AFP. 

The CT portfolio engages with numerous external stakeholders about 
national security, and they are within close proximity. At times, this 
engagement is necessary at short notice, and the accessibility has 
proven invaluable. 

This was demonstrated in August 2010 during the Multi 
Jurisdictional Exercise (MJEX) 'Mercury 10'. It involved a terrorist- 
related scenario in Tasmania, Victoria, the Australian Capital Territory, 
Northern Territory, Queensland and South Australia. The scenario 
was significant, providing a challenging opportunity to exercise our 
national counterterrorism arrangements. 

Due to the close proximity of the Department of Prime Minister and 
Cabinet and the Attorney General's Department, high-level decision 
making and scenario discussions were able to occur face to face in 
all three offices. The logistical issues associated with calling meetings 
at short notice were alleviated. This also applies to our daily business 
with these departments. 
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CHIEF POLICE OFFICER FOR THE ACT, Roman Quadvleig 

ACT Policing has a unique perspective on the AFP's footprint in the national capital. As 
the ACT's community policing function, we have a presence across five town centres 
in the form of traditional police stations, a sprinkling of specialist locations, and soon a 
mobile police station, due to be commissioned in the near future. 


Nevertheless, as a functional arm of the AFP we take great interest in the location of our national 
headquarters which we view through the prisms of both practicality and symbolism. In a practical sense, 
having the large majority of AFP functions clustered in the one area provides us with easy access and a 
single point to support our extensive interaction with central and support activities. The refurbishment and 
provision of modern work facilities is a benefit that we should never take for granted. 

In a symbolic sense, we take pride in the prestige and presence of the citadel that represents the AFP 
National Pleadquarters. Its heritage status, imposing physical presence and its strategic placement near 
critical central agencies all reinforce the AFP's reputation as one of the premier operational agencies of 
the Commonwealth. 


I believe that the proximity of functional executive teams within the building design has contributed 
significantly to the application of the functional modality under which the AFP operates. 



SERIOUS AND 
ORGANISED CRIME 
National Manager, 
Kevin Zuccatto 


CRIME OPERATIONS 

National Manager, 
Ramzi Jabbour 



At a time when the AFP was accepting new and 
innovative challenges in the area of organised crime 
- after it was recognised as a national security priority 
in the Prime Minister's inaugural National Security 
Statement in 2008 - the move to a new national 
headquarters aligned with the formation of our new 
Crime Program and, in particular, the new Serious and 
Organised Crime portfolio. 

The state-of-the art new AFP National Headquarters is 
symbolic of the significant role that the AFP plays in the 
Australian and international community. It is a remarkable 
building that Crime Program members can be proud of 
and showcase to national and international partners. 


The purpose-built facility is reflective of the importance 
of the AFP to the Commonwealth Government. It 
is equal to, if not better than, the headquarters of 
equivalent international partner agency headquarters 
and is reflective of our standing on the global law 
enforcement stage. 

It has provided an open plan working environment that 
ensures members from all portfolios can interact and 
communicate more personally. The unique building 
design has encouraged a more productive and interactive 
working environment. Importantly, it also ensures a more 
friendly and social aspect to a work environment. 
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AVIATION 
National Manager, 
Shane Connolly 


The move to the Edmund 
Barton Building has been an effective one for the 
Aviation portfolio. 


Quite aside from the excellent technical facilities 
which we all now have, the physical barrier that 
previously separated the operations and support 
functions of the AFP in the old building in 
Canberra city no longer exists. 


Aviation has been able to accommodate all of its 
headquarters-based staff on the one level. There 
is now a much greater information flow, which 
extends beyond portfolio boundaries to other 
functions and services that were sometimes hard 
to connect with. 


The AFP's Project Macer is now well underway. 

A total of 780 Protective Service Officers, Airport 
Uniform Police and current federal agents will 
occupy new roles within Aviation over the next 
three to five years. Our proximity to the AFP 
College has meant that the AFP and Aviation 
executives now interact more regularly with 
students undertaking Project Macer's Federal 
Police Transition Training program. Both Deputy 
Commissioner National Security Peter Drennan 
and I have taken this opportunity to regularly visit 
our courses throughout the training calendar. 

In all, I am a big believer that if you have people 
working in a well presented, cohesive, professional 
workplace, you will have a happy and contributing 
workplace. I cannot help but feel that the move 
to the Edmund Barton Building has enhanced 
the morale of the Aviation workforce. Aviation 
is a happy ship - or perhaps I should say, a 
happy craft. 


CHIEF 

INFORMATION 

OFFICER, 

Rudi Lammers 



The move to AFP National Headquarters has 
benefitted the Information Communications 
and Technology (ICT) portfolio immensely. 

Before relocating, ICT was mostly housed 
at the AFP's facility at Weston in Canberra. 
While Weston provided ready access to 
one of the AFP's major data centres, ICT 
was geographically dislocated from the 
rest of the organisation. This presented 
challenges to maintain business relationships 
with our colleagues, stakeholders and 
business partners. 

ICT played an integral role in providing and 
installing the ICT and communications 
systems into our new headquarters. This 
project was important in helping to provision 
the building with technology solutions and 
provided an opportunity for many ICT teams to 
work with colleagues from across the AFP on 
this major initiative. 

Since relocating, there have been many 
benefits for ICT including improved access and 
ongoing interaction with AFP staff to deliver 
ICT services and improve turn around times. 
We now also have a dynamic and logical 
foundation to engage early and actively in the 
discussion and scoping stages of initiatives 
and new projects. 

The facilities and breakout areas of the new 
headquarters are superb and provide a great 
opportunity for staff to network. 



Page 11 // 
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HIGH TECH CRIME OPERATIONS 
National Manager, Neil Gaughan 

The move to the Edmund Barton Building has been 
an extremely rewarding and positive experience, 
and a very welcome move. High Tech Crime 
Operations (HTCO) was previously accommodated 
in a number of different locations - all external to 
the old headquarters in Canberra city. 

Co-location in the new building has seen related 
areas accommodated close to each other to achieve 
significant efficiencies and synergies. Examples 
include the closer proximity of Child Protection 
Operations and High Tech Crime Investigations 
to High Tech Investigations Support which has 
allowed a greater flow of support and technical 
information to our investigators. 

The Virtual Global Taskforce secretariat Crime 
Prevention and Child Protection Operations are 
working almost side by side in advancing child 
protection issues domestically and internationally. 

Surveillance and Technical Capability Delivery 
Coordination is being enhanced with improvements 
in coordinated service delivery to operations as a 
result of the proximity of national coordinators. 

The placement of the Enhanced Technical 
Surveillance team near the Telephone Intercepts 
Division facilitates testing and implementation of 
this holistic service, which is aimed at improving 
tools and information flow for investigations. 

The location of our new headquarters, particularly 
our proximity to the parliamentary triangle, has 
definitely improved our ability to maintain and 
build on relationships with external stakeholders 
and have more immediate conversations with our 
counterparts in central departments. 


This has resulted in 
improvements in the flow of 
information and advancing of 
the AFP's position on a number of fronts. We are 
truly at the centre of government and we expect 
the gains made in relationships, productivity and 
information flows will enable HTCO to fulfil its Close 
Operations Support role to the organisation. 

There is nothing that pleases me more when 
walking the floor and talking to my staff and 
colleagues than seeing that the gaps that were 
present in the previous set up are being bridged. 

Now managers in HTCO are able to convene 
meetings with their counterparts in operational 
and support functions and even deal with matters 
through quick hallway discussions. Similarly, I am 
able to advance issues as they arise with my fellow 
national managers. 

Even administrative processes have been improved 
with urgent issues being walked through' in a short 
space of time, rather than relying on the mail system 
or driving around Canberra. 

The technology available to us also assists in 
bridging these gaps. High Tech Crime Operations 
hosts staff 'musters' in the building's new 
conference centre and records them on the 
state-of-the-art equipment. It is then delivered to all 
HTCO staff ensuring that wherever they are - on 
shift or based in the region - they are receiving the 
same message. 






H National Manager, 

Leanne Close 

The move to the new AFP 

Headquarters has been extremely positive for all staff 
within Protection. 

The new building has allowed Close Protection teams - who 
were spread out on different floors or in different buildings 
throughout Canberra - to be co-located. This provides a 
great benefit for staff to access their coordinators, managers 
and business support team more readily. 

Another important benefit of the move was the ability to 
have the Diplomatic Protection Unit in AFP Headquarters. 
This operational area works 24/7 and having the teams 
working here allows added security - and high visibility 
in and around the building and Barton more generally. It 
also allows the teams to get to know other people within 
the wider organisation and offer support when available to 
various operations and projects. 

Being so centrally located and so close to many other 
Commonwealth Government departments has enhanced 
ease of access, improving client engagement and 
interactions with external agencies. 

Clearly, for all people working at AFP Headquarters, one 
of the best improvements has been the large number of 
meeting and training facilities available to all staff, as well as 
the excellent kitchen facilities in this environmentally friendly 
location. Administration is also much improved through the 
new Information Communications and Technology facilities, 
with enhanced computers and printers. 

Bringing people from other agencies or police jurisdictions 
through the building and seeing their appreciation of the 
facilities makes you realise how lucky we are. We need to 
make sure that we take care of this building for the future 
generation of staff who will work here for many years 
to come. 


INTERNATIONAL 
DEPLOYMENT GROUP 
National Manager, 

Frank Prendergast 

Though the International Deployment Group (IDG) 
has its own unique facility in the outer-Canberra area 
of Majura, the consolidation of the majority of AFP 
portfolios and services at one national headquarters 
provides convenience and efficiency for the IDG. 

The majority of external IDG stakeholders, including 
the Department of Prime Minister and Cabinet 
Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade and the 
Department of Defence are located in close proximity, 
mostly within walking distance. 

Our location within the parliamentary triangle allows 
for IDG Senior Executive to easily attend external 
meetings at short notice and host delegations to the 
AFP in the new, professional meeting spaces. 

The imposing size and capacity of the new 
headquarters is always a talking point for visitors to 
the facility and is reflective of the growth and maturity 
of the AFP on a domestic and international scale. 

The IDG has also benefited from the state-of-the-art 
facilities in the AFP Incident Coordination Centre 
(ICC) to respond to and manage critical incidents. 

In December 2010 we responded to the Christmas 
Island boat tragedy and more recently, Christmas 
Island detention centre disturbances. We were 
able to quickly position our operations, support 
and administrative staff into the ICC to coordinate 
resources domestically and on the island to respond 
efficiently and with minimal disruption to other day-to- 
day business. 
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AFP NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS OPENS 



Perched atop a five story 
roof and from vantage 
points across Canberra's 
Lake Burley Griffin, AFP 
photographers recorded 
some unique images 
during the opening of the 
National Headquartes. 
They also ventured 
inside as Prime Minister 
Julia Gillard inspected 
the high-tech facilities 
in the AFP Operations 
Coordination Centre. 


01 : AFP National Fleadquarters as seen 
from across Canberra's Lake Burley 
Griffin. 02 : AFP members and invited 
guests wave at our cameraman on 
the roof. 
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03 : Aerial view of AFP Fleadquarters. 
04 : Protective Service Officers Carrie 
Drennan and Ryan Fuderer of the 
National AFP Canine Squad pause after 
completing their official duties at the 
opening. 05 : The building was designed 
by renowned architect FHarry Seidler. 





06 : AFP Pipes and Drums as seen from 
the five story rooftop of AFP National 
Fleadquarters. 07 : Marching on of the 
AFP Guard of Flonour. 08 : The front of 
the new AFP National Fleadquarters. 
09 : The media worked their way into 
prime position for the unveiling of the 
official plaque. 








AFP NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS OPENS 



10: During the ceremony. 11: The marching off of the AFP Guard of Plonour. 

12: Prime Minister Julia Gillard inspecting the AFP Operations Coordination Centre 
facilities with Commissioner Tony Negus and Minister for Flome Affairs and Justice 
Brendan O'Connor. 13: The statue of Edmund Barton on a corner outside AFP 
National Fleadquarters. 14: Prime Minister Julia Gillard speaks to an AFP member 
with National Manager Operations Support Mandy Newton. 














National problem needs a 
national response 


An enhanced understanding of organised crime in Australia has led the AFP to 
create its highly successful 'Crime Program' and unite with Commonwealth, 
state and territory law enforcement agencies to fight an increasingly 
sophisticated criminal enterprise. 


Organised crime is no longer 
the preserve of insular entities 
formed along exclusive cultural or 
ethnic lines. 

Organised criminal groups have 
become increasingly sophisticated, 
have flexible affiliations that 
transcend state, territory and 
international borders, and 
are willing to engage in any 
profitable activity. 

This represents a direct threat to 
the integrity of Commonwealth, 
state and territory security and 
governance arrangements, 
and exposes Australians to the 
multitude of threats posed by 
serious and organised crime. 

In February 2010, the AFP 
created its 'Crime Program', which 
oversees the work of its Serious 
and Organised Crime (SOC) 
portfolio. With dedicated resources 
in all states and territories - and 


officers embedded around the 
world - the SOC portfolio is a key 
element in the Commonwealth's 
reinvigorated focus on combating 
organised crime. 

The backbone of the 
Commonwealth plan is based on 
two major documents released 
in 2010: 7 he Commonwealth 
Organised Crime Strategic 
Framework and the National 
Organised Crime Response Plan. 
Both encourage interagency 
and cross border police 
cooperation and the latter calls 
for legislative changes and the 
removal of impediments to 
information sharing. 

Further to these, the Protocol on 
Multi-Jurisdictional Investiga tions 
for Serious Organised Crime — 
signed by all Australian police 
commissioners in September 
2010 — seeks nationally consistent 
operational methodologies and 


governance processes for all trans- 
border investigations. 

Significantly, the AFP and its law 
enforcement partners are now 
identifying links between seemingly 
unrelated criminal outfits, such as 
one recently identified between 
Mexican drug cartels, Australian- 
based outlaw motorcycle 
gangs and Middle Eastern 
money launderers. 

At the official opening of the 
new AFP National Fleadquarters 
in April this year. Prime Minister 
Julia Gillard told AFP members 
that international law enforcement 
collaboration is vital. 

"Criminals don't respect national 
borders and that means our law 
enforcement agencies need to 
work closely with their international 
counterparts to stay one step ahead 
of offenders," she said. 


01 : Bags containing methamphetamine seized during Operation Stance in Sydney in May. 




Just as the impact of organised 
crime is a shared problem affecting 
Commonwealth, state and territory 
interests, the most effective law 
enforcement responses will 
involve coordinated effort across 
numerous jurisdictions. 

The commitment to this approach 
is evident in a SOC portfolio key 
performance indicator, which 
stipulates that 50 per cent of 
operations must be conducted 
under joint agency agreements, 
rising to 60 per cent by 201 2-1 3. 

The establishment of standing, 
multi-agency organised crime 
investigation teams around 
Australia will see a 'national 
approach to a national problem' 
mentality. Some of them include 
the Joint Organised Crime Group 
in New South Wales and the Joint 
Agency Task Force on Organised 
Crime in Western Australia. 


Operational outcomes since 
February 2010 indicate that the 
multi-jurisdictional approach to 
combating organised crime is 
working. Over $1 5 million has 
been seized as a result of SOC 
operations since its inception, 
including $9.2 million as a 
result of one joint AFP-Australian 
Crime Commission (ACC) money 
laundering investigation in 
March 2010. 

The AFP and its domestic law 
enforcement partners have also 
seized more than 1.8 tonnes 
of drugs and their precursors 
between July 2010 and 5 May 
this year — an increase of almost 
45 per cent compared with the 
same period last year. Statistics 
also show an 81 per cent increase 
in cocaine seizures and 146 and 
260 per cent increases in heroin 
and amphetamine-type stimulant 
seizures respectively. 


The establishment of the Criminal 
Assets Confiscation Taskforce in 
January 201 1 has also contributed 
to the multi-agency approach to 
disrupting organised crime. In all, 
$41.9 million worth of assets 
have been restrained in the current 
financial year to 1 6 May, compared 
with $18.9 million in 2009-10. 

AFP Commissioner Negus recently 
told a Senate Committee on 
Legal and Constitutional Affairs 
hearing that the multiagency 
approach to asset forfeiture has 
seen Taskforce members — the 
AFP, Australian Tax Office, the 
ACC and Commonwealth Director 
of Public Prosecutions — adopt 
a significantly more aggressive 
approach to seizing the assets of 
organised criminals. 
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Ethos evident in 
operational outcomes 

Three recent operations 
demonstrate the benefits of 
working collaboratively with 
law enforcement partners 
around Australia. 

Operation Collage 

In October 2010, Australian law 
enforcement agencies combined to 
seize the third largest shipment of 
cocaine ever detected in Australia. 
The operation commenced 
following a referral to the AFP 
from the US Drug Enforcement 
Administration. 

The Australian Customs and 
Border Protection Service and 
the AFP, with support from NSW 
Police and the Queensland Police 
Service, joined forces to seize 400 
kilograms of cocaine at a small 
maritime port on Queensland's 
southern coast. 


Three organised crime figures 
with links in Australia and South 
America were arrested and charged 
after the cocaine was transferred 
from a mother ship in the Pacific 
Ocean to a small craft, which was 
then used to exploit Australia's large 
coastline by transporting the drugs 
to a non-commercial port. 

AFP Deputy Commissioner Andrew 
Colvin praised the inter-agency 
collaboration during the operation. 

"Customs has been the AFP's 
partner in this operation and their 
expertise has been critical to 
success," he said. 

"Support from NSW and 
Queensland Police also shows 
how effective Australia's law 
enforcement agencies can be." 

Operation Rossa 

In April 2011, the AFP and 
Victoria Police charged 1 3 people 
linked to Australian and Middle 
Eastern organised crime with 


a range of drugs, firearms and 
proceeds of crime offences during 
Operation Rossa. 

The joint operation saw the AFP, 
Victoria Police, Australian Crime 
Commission and Customs conduct 
25 search warrants in Melbourne 
and Ballarat resulting in the seizure 
of more than 2.5 kilograms of 
amphetamine-type stimulants 
and their precursors. A stolen 
motorcycle and six firearms were 
also confiscated. 

The seizure of approximately 
$4.5 million worth of assets 
over the course of the protracted 
investigation significantly impacted 
on a major organised crime group. 

AFP Manager Melbourne Office 
Commander Scott Lee said that 
it is now clear that Australian 
law enforcement agencies are 
"ganging up" against organised 
crime syndicates. 

Detective Superintendent Doug 
Fryer from Victoria Police also 
praised the multi-agency effort, 
saying it was a great example 
of the positive results that can 
be achieved when state and 






02 : AFP members and Customs 
and Border Protection Service 
officers display cocaine seized 
during Operation Collage at a 
media conference last October. 

03 : In May, Federal Agents 
working on another job—Operation 
Chance—intercepted more 
than 50 kilograms of cocaine 
chemically suspended in drums of 
hydraulic oil. 


Western Australia Police, the 
Australian Customs and Border 
Protection Service and the AFP, 
was instrumental in bringing the 
operation to resolution. At the 
time, AFP Assistant Commissioner 
Kevin Zuccato acknowledged 
that the AFP would continue to 
rely on and seek out the specific 
skill-sets of its domestic and 
international partners. 


Commonwealth law enforcement 
agencies work together. 


Operation Stance 


May 201 1 saw the largest 
seizure of methamphetamine in 
our nation's history when 239 
kilograms of the drug, worth up to 
$50 million on Australian streets, 
was seized in Sydney and Perth. 


Cash and a loaded 9mm semi¬ 
automatic pistol were also removed 
by police when four organised 
crime figures with links to Australian 
and European organised crime 
were arrested and charged. 


The standing Joint Agency 
Taskforce on Organised Crime in 
Perth, comprising officers from 


Results get noticed 

During a hearing of the 
Senate Committee on Legal 
and Constitutional Affairs in 
May, Senator for Queensland 
Mark Furner noted the 
amount of media reporting of 
organised crime disruptions 
— from fraud and money 
laundering to cybercrime 
and drugs. 

He said that "the huge drug 
seizure" of 460 kilograms of 
cocaine in his home capital of 
Brisbane was indicative of the 
good work being done by the 
AFP and Customs. 

The increasingly close 
working relationships 
between Commonwealth, 
state and territory law 
enforcement agencies are 
vital to ensuring the ongoing 
effectiveness and increased 
efficiency of the AFP's 
national response to serious 
and organised crime. 
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Official accolades continue 
for the AFP 


Sworn and unsworn AFP members continue to be recognised for tbeir skills and 
diligence across a broad range of professional endeavours. 


Since 1 979, AFP members have 
strived to achieve the best results 
for their agency, the best results for 
the federal government, and the 
best results for the community — 
both here and abroad. 

In April, several AFP members 
who were recognised on Australia 
Day were presented their medals 
by Governor-General Quentin 
Bryce at an investiture ceremony 
in Canberra. Chief Police Officer 
for the ACT Roman Quaedvlieg 
and AFP Chief Information Officer 
Rudi Lammers received Australian 
Police Medals. 

While not at the investiture. Federal 
Agent Anthony Stafford received 


an Order of Australia Medal. His 
engrossing story of serving in a 
destablised Solomon Islands is 
detailed in this article. 

Australia Day Achievement 
Medallions were also awarded 
to AFP members — 37 in total — 
from a wide cross section of AFP 
portfolios listed below. 

Since the awards, the accolades 
have continued for the AFP. 
Among other titles, the AFP took 
out top place at the inaugural 
Equity in Diversity Awards for its 
role in advocating gay and lesbian 
diversity in the workplace. 


Editor's Note 

A full list of 201 1 Queen's Birthday 
Honours recipients will appear in 
the next edition of Platypus. 


Gay and lesbian advocates recognised 


Soon after the AFP's outstanding success at the 
Australia Day Awards, the organisation was also 
honoured for its role in advocating gay and lesbian 
diversity in the workplace. 

The AFP ranked as top public sector organisation for 
the 201 1 Australian Employer Quality Index award. 

The award was presented at the inaugural Equity in 
Diversity Awards recognising the top 10 employers 
in Australia for providing support to lesbian, gay, 
bisexual and transgender (LGBT) employees. 

The AFP's Gay and Lesbian Liaison Officer (GLLO) 
Network was also recognised at the ceremony, 
ranking second among employee networks. 
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THE AFP HONOURED 

AUSTRALIAN POLICE MEDALS: 

Chief Information Officer Rudi Lammers 

For distinguished service, particularly in the areas 
of ACT Operations, Federal Operations, and 
International Police Operations and Administration. 

Chief Police Officer for the ACT Roman 
Quaedvlieg 

For distinguished service, particularly in the areas 
of Police Operations and Administration within the 
Australian Federal Police. 

MEDAL OF THE ORDER OF AUSTRALIA: 

Federal Agent Anthony Stafford 

For service to international relations in the Solomon 
Islands and to its community. *See pages 22 and 
23 for Federal Agent Stafford's first hand reflection 
of his time in the Solomons. 


AUSTRALIA DAY ACHIEVEMENT MEDALLIONS: 

Staff in the following AFP portfolios and business 
areas were recognised: 

• Serious and Organised Crime 

• International Deployment Group 

• Aviation 

• Counter Terrorism 

• ACT Policing 

• Intelligence 

AFP Operations and Coordination Centre 

• Protection 

• Human Resources 

• Ministerial 

• Finance and Commercial 

• AFP Melbourne, Hobart and Adelaide Offices 


01 : Federal Agent Dee Quigley, CEO 
Pride in Diversity Dawn Hough and 
National Manager Human Resources 
Stephen Walker at the Equity in 
Diversity Awards. 02 : AFP Assistant 
Commissioner Rudi Lammers 
receives his Australian Police Medal 
from Governor-General Quentin 
Bryce. 03 : Chief Police Officer for 
the ACT Roman Quaedvlieg receives 
his Australian Police Medal from 
Governor-General Quentin Bryce. 













We've been watching 
and we are watching still 


During his peacekeeping service in the Solomon Islands, Federal Agent and Order 
of Australia Medal recipient Anthony Stafford led investigations into horrific 
crimes committed in the country and also established the'Solkick' Australian 
Rules Football initiative for its young people. Below, he tells of his experiences. 


In 1 998 an uprising by the 
indigenous people of Guadalcanal 
Island against Malaitan settlers 
in the Solomon Islands started a 
bloody conflict that raged unabated 
until the signing of the Townsville 
Peace Agreement (TPA) in October 
2000. Even then, murder and other 
serious crimes driven by ethnic 
tension continued. 

The influence of the Guadalcanal 
Liberation Front and the power 
brokers of the Malaitan Eagle Force 
(MEF) also remained. 

By mid 2002 the AFP were closing 
down operations on Guadalcanal 
and Malaita as part of our 
involvement with the International 
Peace Monitoring Team (IPMT), 
born of the TPA. 

The thousands of guns collected 
by IPMT members had been 
destroyed, either burned or taken to 
the deep sea waters so they could 
never be retrieved. The final stages 
of the 'drawdown' also involved 
gifting what we could and clearing 
out the rest. 

My team leader and I drove out to 
the Tetere plains to give children 
toys and tennis balls to empty 
the stocks. Arriving at Tetere 
Health Clinic an emergency was 
well under way. A small child 


was unconscious and suffering 
convulsions from advanced cerebral 
Malaria, the family holding her 
under a running tap to bring her 
core temperature down. 

Soon after, a woman approached 
us, and in conversation we 
explained that the IPMT was 
leaving. There was no hiding her 
concern - it was etched on her face 
and in her voice. 

"You cannot go," she said. 

"Why?" I asked her. 

"Because if you leave, no one 
is watching." 

In late July 2003,1 returned 
to the Solomons as part of an 
international team of investigators 
under the National Investigations 
Team structure of the Regional 
Assistance Mission to the Solomon 
Islands (RAMSI). 

Our first task was to assess the 
magnitude of the mission and 
then prioritise the investigation 
of crimes committed during the 
tension period. We harvested what 
files we could from the different 
Royal Solomon Island Police Force 
(RSIPF) investigations teams — files 
that had been dormant during the 
ethnic tensions. 


We sat in a bungalow at our base 
at the Guadalcanal Beach Resort 
and sorted the files into piles: 
'Murder and Serious Assault'; 
'Arson'; 'Rape and Sexual Assault'. 
It was clear that rape and sexual 
assault were not reported. Arson 
contained some files. Murder and 
serious assault towered above the 
others — we were stunned by the 
magnitude. Now the decision had 
to be made on where to start. 

The village woman on the Tetere 
plains had foretold all of this. 
When we were gone, no-one 
was watching. 

There was no capacity for the 
RSIPF officers who had remained 
at their posts to investigate during 



01 : 'Solkick' players. 
02 : Agent Anthony 
Stafford with a young 
child in the Solomon 
Islands. 03 : RAMSI 
1 Investigators with 
former Prime Minister 
John Howard. Federal 
Agent Anthony 
Stafford circled. 

04 : Relatives 
mourning over 
exhumed victims at 
Pite Beach on the 
Weather Coast. 






our absence. They had been 
threatened, intimidated and some 
had been killed. Most had not 
been paid, but still they turned up 
to work and collected information. 
Some of the more sensitive files — 
information about the leaders of 
the MEF and politicians — had been 
hidden so that the evidence could 
not be destroyed. 

After deciding which cases would 
form the major investigations, 

I looked at the many files from 
early to mid 2003. The murder 
of Solomon Islands Government 
Minister 'Father Geve' and seven 
Melanesian Anglican Brothers, and 
the abduction of 400 villagers at 
Marasa village. There were so many 
files, so many dates correlating with 
the sunset clause of the Townsville 
Peace Agreement that saw the 
peace monitoring end. 

HONOUR ACCEPTED, BUT I 
DIDN'T DO IT ALONE 


It is important to note the citation of 
my award. It gives personal credit 
to me as the case officer for the 
investigations into the deaths of the 
seven Melanesian Brothers. 

It is indeed true that I coordinated 
the trial process and gave evidence, 
eventually five High Court trials, but 
this was done with great assistance 
from many AFP, New Zealand 
Police and Royal Solomon Islands 
Police Force members. 

Many of the AFP investigators had 
been seconded from AFP national 
operations and had little or no 
experience investigating violent 
crime. Under extreme conditions 
they were required to locate and 
exhume the remains of victims, 
assist with the detailed examination 
of those remains and return them 
with every respect to custom to 
grieving families. They were often 
being involved in the funeral 
process and were responsible for 
preparing the case for trial. 


Being able to live and work with 
police from other nations, who 
often better understand the local 
police and people, customs 
and tribalism, was one of the 
highlights for me over my periods 
of deployment. 

Individual honours are rarely 
individually earned and this is very 
much the case with this award. 

It is not only our colleagues who 
contribute to our success, but 
our families who make significant 
sacrifices while we are on mission. 

With the signing of the Townsville 
Peace Agreement in 2000, 
the AFP has been involved in 
peace monitoring, establishing 
law and order, rebuilding the 
RSIPF and nation building in the 
Solomon Islands. 

Since the 24th of July 2003, we 
have been watching — and we are 
watching still. 
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AFP makes Pacific peacekeeping 
history 


The AFP's peacekeeping activity in the Pacific is about to become part of 
Australia's official history with research on the fifth of a six-volume Australian 
War Memorial series well underway. 


Australian War Memorial historian 
Dr Bob Breen has been working to 
ensure that the AFP's peacekeeping 
efforts in the South Pacific are 
recorded for posterity to educate, 
commemorate and inspire. 

Entitled Good Neighbour 
Operations in the South 
Pacific, 1980-2006, Dr Breen's 
volume comes under the overall 
series title of The Official History 
of Australian Peacekeeping, 
Humanitarian and Post-Cold 
War Operations. 

The Cabinet-appointed official 
historian for this series is eminent 
Australian historian Professor David 
Horner from the Australian National 
University. While Australia's military 
role in peacekeeping is prominent 
the peacekeeping role of the AFP 
is being covered by the project's 
researchers and authors. Dr Breen 
has been granted access to AFP 
files to ensure that the police role 
in South Pacific peacekeeping 
missions will be given its 
rightful recognition. 

Dr Breen is also looking to interview 
a selection of AFP members who 
took part in missions between 
1 980 and 2006, an era which 
included operations in Bougainville 
from 1 997 to 2003, International 
Peace Monitoring Team (IPMT) 
Solomon Islands 2000-01 and 


the Regional Assistance Mission 
Solomon Islands (RAMSI) 2003- 
06, and Tonga in 2006. 

"A concluding part of my task will 
be to locate further documents and 
photographs that relate to those 
missions," Dr Breen said. 

The entire six volumes will cover 
the more than 50 peacekeeping 
operations undertaken by 
Australia's military, police and 
civilian agencies since 1 947. 
Foreign Affairs and Trade Minister 
Kevin Rudd launched the inaugural 
volume, authored by Professor 
David Horner at the Australian War 
Memorial on 1 1 April. 

More than 600 pages in length, 
Australia and the New World 
Order: From Peacekeeping to 
Peace Enforcement: 1988-199 1 
covers vital missions including 
Namibia (1989-90), Iran (1988- 
90) and Pakistan-Afghanistan 
(1 989-93), and focuses primarily 
on Australia's reaction to Iraq's 
invasion of Kuwait in 1 990, 
including its maritime interception 
operations and participation in the 
1991 Gulf War. 

At the launch. Minister Rudd 
acknowledged those involved in 
these missions. 

"As Prime Minister and Foreign 
Minister I have been acutely aware 


that every day Australian service 
people face extreme danger, 
particularly in Afghanistan. 

"And yet we recognise the 
very significant and necessary 
contribution Australians in 
peacekeeping and other missions 
abroad make to the situation to 
which they are deployed," he said. 

"That is why Australia has 
contributed more than 65,000 
personnel to more than 50 UN 
and other multilateral peace and 
security operations worldwide since 
1 947. This therefore is a proud 
history, one of which we should be 
collectively proud." 

Dr Breen said that the deployments 
described in his volume have a high 
level of involvement by the AFP 
and civilian government officials, 
including a description on how 

// The entire six 
volumes will cover 
the more than 
50 peacekeeping 
operations undertaken 
by Australia's 
military, police and 
civilian agencies 
since 1 947. // 
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Australian policing was reorganised 
to deal with these challenges. 

A large part of Dr Breen's volume 
is devoted to Australia's initial 
responses to the conflict in 
Bougainville, Papua New Guinea 
— the then unique, multi-national 
Peace Monitoring Group (PMG) that 
served on the island from 1 998 to 
2003 during Operation Bel Isi. 


Before Operation Bel Isi had run 
its course, instability occurred 
elsewhere in the Pacific, particularly 
in the Solomon Islands, where 
Australia played a major role 
between 2000 and 2003. 


01: Official Australian historian Dr Bob 
Breen examines photographs in the AFP 
Museum collection. 


About the Author 

Dr Bob Breen's experience in first-hand 
research on international and regional 
peacekeeping operations began in 
Somalia in 1 993 and continued in 
Rwanda, the Middle East, Mozambique, 
Bougainville and East Timor periodically 
until 2002 when he began a PhD 
program at ANU, graduating in 2006. 

In 2007 he visited Iraq and Afghanistan. 
In 2008 he published Struggling for Self 
Reliance: Four case studies of Australian 
Regional Force Projection in the late 
1980s and the 1990s and co-authored 
a monograph. The world looking over 
their shoulders: Australian Strategic 
Corporals on Operations in Somalia and 
East Timor. In 2009, he published two 
studies for the Australian Strategic Policy 
Institute on meeting security challenges 
in the South Pacific and strengthening 
civil-military collaboration for responding 
to overseas emergencies. 
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02 : AFP officers involved in the 
International Police Monitoring Team 
distributed a wide range of information 
to villagers. Photo courtesy of the 
AFP Museum. 03 : On Bougainville, 
reconciliation between conflicting sides 
was facilitated during a 'shaking of 
hands' ceremony. Photo courtesy of 
Andrew Brown. 


The AFP's role in 
Bougainville 

The AFP began its commitment 
to South Pacific peacekeeping in 
1997 when it provided officers to 
take part in the Truce Monitoring 
Group (TMG) in Bougainville. 

Bougainville had experienced a 
long period of civil unrest but 
following peace talks in New 
Zealand in October 1 997, a 
team of 85 monitors was drawn 
from officials in Australia, New 
Zealand, Fiji and Vanuatu. Their 
main function was to observe and 
report on the truce agreed between 
the parties to the Bougainville 


conflict and to provide information 
to the Bougainvilleans on the 
truce process. 

In all, there were eight Australian 
civilian officials from the 
Department of Foreign Affairs and 
Trade, five from the Department of 
Defence, four from the Australian 
Federal Police and two from 
AusAID. Their role was to observe, 
monitor and facilitate the peace 
process, as well as discourage, 
investigate and report any potential 
breach of the truce. 

The confidence-building measures 
set by the Burnham Declaration 
and Burnham Truce were further 
built upon through the Cairns 
Commitment in November 1 997 
and the Lincoln Agreement in 
January 1 998. Another significant 
step towards a lasting peace was 
made on 30 April 1 998, with the 
signing of a permanent ceasefire 
agreement by representatives of all 
parties involved in the crisis. 

The Peace Monitoring Group — 
which served for five years from 
1 998 — completed its mission 
and withdrew from Bougainville in 
mid 2003. 
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the Solomon Islands erupt 

Violent conflict in the Solomon 
Islands, locally referred to as 'the 
ethnic tensions', began in 1 998 
between two warring factions 
known as the Isatabu Freedom 
Movement of Guadalcanal and the 
Malaita Eagle Force, and resulted in 
more than 100 deaths. It escalated 
in 2000 when the Malaitan 
militants and elements of the 
police force broke into the police 
armouries and took over the capital 
Honiara, deposing the government 
and ousting then Prime Minister 
Bart Ulafa'alu. 

The AFP answered the call for help 
in the Solomon Islands in 2000 
as part of the International Peace 
Monitoring Team (IPMT) in support 
of the Townsville Peace Agreement. 
While it did help reduce internal 
conflict, the Peace Agreement 


stalled, disarmament did not occur 
and lawlessness increased. Many 
illegal weapons were destroyed, 
but thousands of high-powered 
guns remained in the hands of 
former militants. 

In June 2002, then Australian 
Foreign Affairs Minister Alexander 
Downer praised the work 
of the IPMT to the Solomon 
Islands when it completed its 
20-month deployment. 

"We congratulate all those men and 
women who served with the IPMT 
for a job well done in successfully 
supporting home-grown efforts 
to end ethnic conflict in Solomon 
Islands especially through the 
collection and containment of 
illegally held weapons." 



04 : Regional Assistance Mission to the 
Solomon Islands contingent members 
arrive in Honiara. Photo courtesy of the 
AFP Museum. 05 : International Peace 
Monitoring Team Solomon Islands 
members display the type of serious 
weaponry that was being surrendered 
during the mission. Photo courtesy of 
Leanne Raiser. 
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Were you a South 
Pacific Peacekeeper? 

An essential part of any 
historical research is to 
interview those who took 
part. Dr Bob Breen is keen 
to speak to as many AFP 
peacekeepers as possible 
in order to get the real story 
on Australia's peacekeeping 
role. Fie is particularly keen to 
interview anyone who kept 
a diary while on any of the 
missions mentioned in the 
accompanying article. 

Dr Breen can be contacted 
in the first instance through 
Steve Holgate in the 
International Deployment 
Group at the AFP. Phone 
(02) 6131 3000. 


06 : Public displays of weapon 
destruction confirmed the impact of 
RAMSI in bringing greater stability to 
day-to-day life in the Solomon Islands. 
Photo courtesy of the AFP Museum. 
07 : To mark the first anniversary of 
the Regional Assistance Mission to 
the Solomon Islands a monument was 
constructed in Floniara over the broken 
remains of thousands of weapons that 
were surrendered during that year. 
Photo courtesy of the AFP Museum. 
08 : Riots in Floniara in April 2006 led 
to the destruction of property but no 
lives were lost due in part to the earlier 
police campaign that removed firearms 
from the community. Photo courtesy of 
the AFP Museum. 



Call for assistance 

In April 2003 then Solomon 
Islands Prime Minister Sir Allan 
Kemakeza made a personal request 
to Australian Prime Minister John 
Howard to supply forces to help 
return order to the country.* This 
led to the establishment of the 
Regional Assistance Mission to 
Solomon Islands (RAMSI), also 
known as Operation Helpem Fren, 
Solomon Islands Pijin for 'help a 
friend'. 

The AFP led a contingent of 2,200 
personnel from the AFP, Australian 
Defence Force, New Zealand, and 
later, six other Pacific nations. This 
became the Participating Police 
Force (PPF). 

The AFP's mission leader Assistant 
Commissioner Ben McDevitt 
reported that the intervention 
was "welcomed by the majority 
of the 400,000 people living 
in the Pacific archipelago to the 
north-east of Australia, which has 
been plagued by civil unrest and 
systemic corruption for five years".* 

RAMSI enjoyed early success, 
with the PPF removing thousands 



of weapons, arresting more than 
7,000 people and restoring 
law and order and confidence 
in the role of police among the 
general population. It established 
1 6 new provincial policing 
posts and invested much in 
rebuilding the Royal Solomon 
Islands Police (RSIP), developing 
a police training academy and 
improving recruitment and 
training procedures. 

A continuing period of relative 
peace was shattered in December 
2004 with the death of AFP 
Protective Service Officer Adam 
Dunning. He was fatally shot 
while on a routine vehicle patrol 
with another officer in Honiara. 

In early January 2005, a joint 
operation between the RSIPF and 
PPF resulted in the arrest of James 
Tatau and John Hen Ome. However, 
in May 2007 both were acquitted 
after standing trial for the killing of 
Adam Dunning. 









The 2006 riots in Honiara 

The appointment of Snyder Rini as 
Solomon Islands Prime Minister 
after the 2006 general election 
sparked rioting in Honiara amid 
allegations that the election and 
subsequent appointment of Rini 
were 'fixed'. As tensions escalated, 
parts of Honiara were razed and 
looted, with Chinese-owned 
property targeted. In the wake of 
the riot, the impact of the RAMSI 
mission was under scrutiny. 

Paul Jevtovic, then AFP National 
Manager of the International 
Deployment Group, welcomed 
the debate as an important 
development in the history of 
the mission. 

"Never before has a nation-building 
exercise like this been attempted in 
this part of the world, and the AFP 
as a lead agency in the mission has 
always said it was going to be a 
monumental challenge," he said. 


"But, it is a challenge to which we 
are strongly committed and one 
in which we are keen to work with 
the broader community to ensure 
our approach remains strategic and 
clearly on track."* 

Trouble in Tonga 

At the request of the Tongan 
Government, the AFP provided 
an operational policing capability 
to support the Tonga Police 
Force in the stabilisation and 
restoration of law and order in 
Nukualofa, following civil unrest 
on 1 6 November 2006. The 
unrest included the destruction of 
numerous government buildings 
and private businesses within the 
central business district. 

Thirty-four AFP members were 
sent to Tonga on 1 8 November 
2006 as part of Operation 
Tokoni and 64 members 
progressively rotated through 
Tonga, providing investigative 
and community-policing support 


to the Tonga Police Force in 
forensics, criminal intelligence and 
information technology. 

History continues 

While Dr Breen's volume covers 
good neighbour operations in 
the South Pacific up to the end of 
2006, the AFP's involvement in 
the Pacific region continues to the 
present day. July 201 1 marks the 
9th anniversary of RAMSI, and nine 
years of improved regional stability. 

Thousands of Australians have 
played a peacekeeping role in the 
Pacific in the time span covered 
in Dr Breen's work. In contributing 
to this volume, the AFP and its 
members will ensure that the role 
of police in bringing stability to the 
region will be recorded for posterity. 

* References available on request. 




Making waves on Canberra's 
waterways 


From rescuing stranded yachties to detailed, hand-over-hand searches in the 
sediment-thick depths of Canberra's Lake Burley Griffin, the AFP's Water 
Operations team has developed into a highly skilled and specialised unit. 


Since the very early days, 
Canberrans flocked to the nearby 
Murrumbidgee and Molonglo 
rivers during the hot dry summer 
months to relax and escape the 
roasting heat. 

Just as reliably, every summer 
there were distress calls to police 
from over-zealous Canberrans who 
found themselves in trouble and 
out of their depth. And the waters 
were not always so inviting. During 
floods, the region's police officers, 
first from New South Wales and 
later ACT Policing, were the first 
called when an unpredictable river 
threatened lives. 

There were also less urgent 
problems to deal with. When 
Lake Burley Griffin was created 
in the heart of Canberra in the 
early 1 960s, police were towing 
out the bogged vehicles of locals 
who had ventured too far onto 
the muddy lake bottom for a look 
during construction. 


By this time, Canberra's police had 
already been providing a well- 
developed rescue capacity in and 
around the city's waterways and 
shores for many years. In 1 963 
then ACT Police Commissioner 
Edward Richards drafted a formal 
request to the Department of the 
Interior to formalise the role. 

"At present we have police boats 
and equipment a number of 
members have experience at skin 
diving, but they have not undergone 
a course of skin diving training," 
Commissioner Richards wrote. 

He proposed a team of six 
members, with a former dairy 
cottage on the lake shore at 
Yarralumla Bay to be the residence 
of the most senior member. The 
ACT Water Police was born. 

As the lake began to fill, the ACT 
Water Police started the hunt for 
their first dedicated vessel. The 
final choice was a 24-foot cruiser 


previously owned by the NSW 
Department of Customs. 

In a well-chosen bond with 
Australia's naval history, the vessel 
was named the 'Platypus'. It bore 
the nameplate of former Royal 
Australian Navy submarine repair 
ship, HMAS Platypus, which was 
badly damaged during the raids on 
Darwin Harbour in 1 942. 

In 1 984, the same nameplate was 
transferred to a more modern Water 
Police vessel — a seven-metre alloy¬ 
hulled cabin cruiser. But demands 
on the Water Police increased, and 
soon after they switched to a V8 
fibreglass-reinforced craft. 

When the ACT Water Police were 
placed under the wing of AFP 
Special Response and Security 
(SRS) Water Operations, two 
twin-engined craft were added 
to the fleet. More recently, these 
vessels have been supplemented 
by a powerful multi-seat 'rib', with 
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the capability to transport an SRS 
tactical police team across the lake 
in seconds. 

Last year, two powerful jet skis 
were added to the fleet. They soon 
proved their worth when a cold 
and distressed canoeist needed 
rescuing from the Molonglo River. 

The role of an ACT Water Police 
officer is a rewarding one, requiring 
dedication, a high standard of 
fitness, and constant revision 
and reinvigoration of skills. It also 
involves callouts to miserable 
locations for hours of water 
searches, and mid-winter dives 
into the inky-black depths of Lake 
Burley Griffin. 

Sergeant Allen Le Lievre is a former 
member of the ACT Water Police, 


4 



and says the bitter winter water 
temperature was always daunting. 

"You get in the water and you're 
cold — you get out and you're cold," 
he said. 

"These days the water police use 
dry suits rather than wet suits, so 
it's a lot more comfortable than it 
used to be. 

"The other thing, of course, is that 
when you're working around the 
bottom of the lake there's almost no 
visibility. Close your eyes, it makes 
no difference." 

Despite this, the gruelling 
underwater searches often turn up 
tiny and crucial pieces of evidence. 

"Some years back during an 
investigation into the murder of 


two Bega girls, two offenders 
threw the murder weapon off the 
Commonwealth Avenue Bridge into 
Lake Burley Griffin," Sergeant Le 
Lievre said. 

"The weapon was a tiny spider knife 
you could fit into the palm of your 
hand — but we found it." 


01 : An AFP Water Police diver searches 
in Canberra's Lake Burley Griffin. 02 : 
ACT Water Police mascot 'Blue Dog' 
worked alongside team members from 
1 978 to 1 983. 03 : Water Police boats 
on Lake Burley Griffin. 04 : Water Police 
emerge covered in weeds after a search. 
05 : The SRS tactical police team speeds 
across the water during an exercise. 







Platypus Magazine HEdition 110 H June 2011 



AFP 

AUSTRALIAN FEDERAL POLICE 


AUSTRALIAN BOMB DATA CENTRE 

2011 Annual Conference 

2-4 November 2011 



Hie Westin Sydney 
Australia 


Registrations for the 2011 ABDC Conference 
are now open, with the event to be hosted in 
Sydney for the first time in its 20-year history. 

The Conference will run from 2-4 November 
and is tailored to meet the needs of various 
professionals dealing with bombing 
incidents, providing delegates with invaluable 
opportunities to meet and share information 
with other professionals. 

The 2011 Conference program will focus on 
disseminating up to date information on the 
use of explosives and incendiaries, including 
current trends and methodology for both 
terrorist and criminally-motivated bombings. 

Call for Papers: Delegates are also invited to 
submit an abstract of their paper for possible 
inclusion in the Conference program. 

Register before 30 August 2011 to take 
advantage of the early-bird offer and 
secure your place at this internationally- 
renowned event. 

For further information, see the Conference 
brochure on the 2011 ABDC Conference 
page. 

www.afp.aov.au/abdcconference 
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